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India, has not a farther benefit been secured by the fact that she has become and
is becoming an increasingly important partner in the destinies of a great Empire
which is the most stable part of the civilised world at the present times ?

When a report deals with a problem of the greatest magnitude, with a problem
which has been under discussion for years and on which all shades of opinion have
put forward their views, it must inevitably happen that there are many points of
detail on which many of us do not see eye to eye with the Committee. There is
still opportunity for those who object to some of the proposals to press for modi-
fication on points of detail, but we must take the Report as a whole and the ques-
tion which we in India have to decide is what attitude should be adopted by those
in this country who are anxious for its political advancement.

Two ALTERNATIVES

Two alternatives seem to me to present themselves, The first is to accept the
Report as laying down broadly the right lines of advance, Provincial Autonomy,
an All-India Federation, and a considerable measure of Besponsibility at the Centre.
The second alternative is a flat and sterile rejection of the scheme, an attitude
which connotes continuing for an indefinite period under the existing constitution.
We stand at the parting of the way, The process of legislation is about to com-
mence. The question which India has to decide is which of these two courses is
more likely to hold the cause of India's freedom in Parliament. To my mind there
can be but one answer and so I urge all those who are interested in reforms to
work this Bill when it passes through Parliament. We may not get all we wish
for. We may not feel satisfied with all its contents but I am certain that if we
work it with sincerity and purpose we shall find that it is a great advance, a big
step forward towards complete responsibility for Indians in India.